
 

   

Retrieval New Learning 

• Events that have happened before we were 
born. 

• Kings and Queens likely lived in castles and 
palaces. 

• Castles were used to keep royalty safe. 

• What is a castle? 

• How were castles used to protect people? 

• Why is there a castle not too far away from 
where you live? 

• What are the special features of a castle? 

• Why do castles feature in lots of stories? 

  

Key Vocabulary  Definition Historical Enquiry Skills 

Moat An area of water surrounding the castle. Historical Enquiry (HE) 

Use a range of evidence to offer some clear 

reasons for different interpretations of 

events, linking this to factual understanding 

about the past. 

Chronology (CH) 

Order an increasing number of significant 

events, movements and dates on a timeline 

using dates accurately. 

Accurately use dates and terms to describe 

historical events. 

Similarities and Differences (SD) 

Explain and give varied examples of how life 

was similar and different in the past. 

Historical Significance (HS) 

Explain that historical significance is a 

personal decision that people make which 

means that not everyone agrees on who or 

what is significant. 

Drawbridge A special entrance that could be lifted or 

opened. 

Knight A knight was a special soldier who wore a 

suit of armour. 

Turret A small tower which is part of the main 

castle. 

Keep A central area in the castle where the 

most important people slept. 

Portcullis A heavy iron gate that can be raised or 

lowered. 

Castle A large building fortified by large walls to 

prevent attacks. 

 

Beyond the Curriculum 
Virtual Tour 

Workshop:  
 

Buckingham Palace 

Temple Newsam 

house 

 

 
 

Catholic Virtues 

Love of Learning  

 

Catholic Social Teaching  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

History – Year 1 

Why do we have 

castles?  


